In the title isoquinoline-1,3,4-trione derivative, C 18 H 9 NO 5 , the five-membered ring of the indane fragment adopts an envelope conformation with the nitrogen-substituted C atom being the flap. The planes of the indane benzene ring and the isoquinoline-1,3,4-trione ring make a dihedral angle of 82.06 (6) . In the crystal, molecules are linked into chains extending along the bc plane via C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions, enclosing R 2 2 (8) and R 2 2 (10) loops. The chains are further connected by -stacking interations, with centroidto-centroid distances of 3.9050 (7) Å , forming layers parallel to the b axis.
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2013 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009 contact with additional urea in turn yields biuret which at a temperature of greater than 190 °C is liable to transform into cyanuric acid (Schaber et al., 2004) . High-temperature thermal decomposition of cyanuric acid also gives cyanic acid again.
Heating of a mixture of ninhydrin and urea above the melting point of urea gives a mixture of 3a,8a-di- (3) and the title compound 2-(1,3-dioxoindan-2-yl)-isoquinoline-1,3,4-trione (4) in about equal amounts, figure 4 (Ghalib et al. 2011 ). Compound 4 is most probably the product of reaction of nihyrin with cyanic acid. The formation of an isoquinoline-1,3,4-triones is of interest as some of these compounds have been known for their potent anticancer activity (Chen et al., 2006; Du et al. 2008) . In continuation to our interest in the chemical and pharmacological properties of ninhydrin derivatives (Ghalib et al., 2011) , we synthesized the title compound 4 as a precursor for the synthesis of potential chemotherapeutic agents (Chen et al., 2006) .
S2. Structural commentary
In the title compound (Fig. 1) , the study of torsion angles, asymmetric parameters and least squares planes reveals that the indane (C10-C12/C17/C18) ring adopts an envelope conformation with the nitrogen substituted C atom deviating by -0.104 (1) Å from the least-squares plane. The indane benzene ring (C12-C17) and the isoquinoline-1,3,4-trione ring exhibit a dihedral angle of 82.06 (6)°, suggesting they are almost perpendicular to each other.
S3. Supramolecular features
In the crystal structure, the molecules are connected into chains extending along the bc plane via intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) (Fig. 2 & 3) . In addition, π-π interactions (Cg2···Cg3 = 3.9050 (7) Å; symmetry code: 1-x, 1-y, 1-z) stack the molecules into layers parallel to the b axis, where Cg2 and Cg3 are the centroids of the pyridine-2,3,6-trione and the benzene (C3-C8) rings respectively.
S4. Database survey

S5. Synthesis and crystallization
A dry mixture of ninhydrin (1) (1.78 g) and urea (2) (0.60 g) in molar ratio 1:1 was heated for 15 minutes to 150 °C above the melting point of urea (130-135 °C). The reaction mixture was cooled and then fractionally crystallized with an alcohol-chloroform (1:1) mixture to give colorless crystals of 3 as 3a,8a-dihydroxy-1,3,3a,8a-tetrahydro-indeno[1,2-d]imidazole-2,8-dione (yield 40%, M.P.: 220 °C) (Ghalib et al. 2011) 2-(1,3-dioxo-indan-2-yl)-isoquinoline-1,3,4-trione (yield 35%, m.p., 290 °C, Fig. 4 ).
S6. Refinement details
All the H atoms were positioned geometrically (C=H 0.93-0.98 Å) and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C).
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
Figure 4
Reaction scheme for the title compound. 
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